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“We cannot predict the future. But we can create it.”

- Great by Choice

JIM COLLINS



Ezekiel’s Communication Process:

1.Reality

2. God’s 
word 

(Dabar)

3. Our 
words

4. Latching 
onto 

imagination.

The Future



This lecture will deal with the 
following:

- Our reality as our departure point to 
relevance.

- God’s word as a response to our realities.
- How to communicate this word.
- How this word can create a preferable future 

by latching onto the imagination.
- The Old Testament prophets will be used as a 

case study.



Category:

- Leadership
- Vision
- Theology (Biblical Studies)
- Homiletics



Ezekiel’s Communication Process:

1.Reality



How practical and relevant are  
the ways that we communicate 

in our churches?

Are we in touch with the 
realities of our communities that 

we are called to serve?  



“In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth 
day, while I was among the exiles by the Kebar River, 
the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 
On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year of 
the exile of King Jehoiachin— the word of the Lord 
came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, by the 
Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians. There the 
hand of the Lord was on him.” Ezekiel 1:1-3



622BCE ------------------612-----------609----------------------597------------------586BCE

Understanding the Ezekiel reality and calling.

Ezekiel’s birth

Reign of king Josiah (641-609)

Finding the Book of the Covenant
622BCE 2 Kings 22:8 

Prophet Jeremiah’s ministry 626 BCE – 586 BCE

Four puppet kings “reign” in Judah
- Jehoahaz, Eliakim, Jehoiachin, Zedikiah

Fall Nineveh Death of King Josiah First Exile Fall of Jerusalem

Decline of Assyria



His reality did not need a priest, it needed a prophet.

Priests needed the priestly law to minister and serve, 
the prophets needed a “word” from the LORD to 
communicate.



Reality is given…



Our reality:

• Given

• Not always what we expect it to be

• It differs

• Leaders must respond to it



God’s response to any reality is 
always His word.



“nullpunkt” 

Walter Zimmerli









What is God’s response to any 
crisis/chaos/uncertainty/”nullpunkt”?

Always His words!



“Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep…

(nullpunkt)
And God SAID: ‘Let there be light,’ 

and there was light.” 
Genesis 1:2-3 NIV



“…and the Word of the LORD came to me…” !

Appears 32 times



“dabar YHWH” 
– appears 225 times in the Old Testament



The LXX (Septuagint) used “rhema” 8 times 
more than the word “logos”
– “rhema” meaning “uttered word” 

or “revealed word”.



“Then King Zedekiah sent for him (Jeremiah) 
and had him brought to the palace, 

where he asked him privately, 
“Is there any word from the Lord?””

Jeremiah 37:17



“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
Proverbs 29:18
LXX: Rhema
OAV: Openbaring
NAV: Wil van die Here
NLV: Wil van die Here 



How to receive this “word”.

- Know your reality.
- A Good understanding of the Biblical narratives.

- Knowledge of the current “conversations” in your field.

- Wait on the Lord

- Solitude



The “word” you become aware of and the 
vision you see of a preferable future, 
becomes your redemptive gift, your 
philosophy, your vision – your model.

NB: It needs to be a response to your 
own reality.



Ezekiel’s Communication Process:

1.Reality
2. God’s 

word 
(Dabar)



AMOS

“The words of Amos, one of the shepherds 
(farmers) of Tekoa – the vision he saw 
concerning Israel two years before the 
earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah 
and Jerobeam son of Jehoas was king of 
Israel.” 1:1 NIV



AMOS

“The lion has roared- who will not 
fear? The Sovereign Lord has spoken-
who can but prophecy?” 3:8



AMOS
“Then Amaziah said to Amos, ‘Get out you seer! Go back to the land of 
Judah. Don’t prophecy anymore at Bethel.’ Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I 
was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, 
and also took care of sycamore-fig trees. But the Lord took me from 
tending the flock and said to me, Go prophecy to my people Israel.’ 
Now then hear the word of the LORD.” 7:12-15



Ezekiel’s Communication Process:

1.Reality

2. God’s 
word 

(Dabar)

3. Our 
words



Our words now become important 
and have the possibility to create 

new realities!



This word needs to be communicated.



The Loneliest whale in the ocean.

The 52 hertz whale.





The Loneliest whale in the ocean.

The 52 hertz whale.



Receiving and communicating the 

“word of YHWH” was not one 

event!



Poetic devices…

- Rhyme

- Rhythm

- Alliteration

- Acrostic

- Metaphor

- Sign acts





What are the communication devices that we have at our 

disposal?

- Programming (service planning)
- Illustrations
- Reaction- and reflection-moments
- Music (choir, items)
- Multimedia
- Sermon Series





1. Storytelling



1. Storytelling
10%

25%

65%

Communicatiom

Etos

Logos

Pathos

Etos 10%

Logos



2. Have a conversation.



3.  Jaw Dropping Moments







5. 18 minute rule.



5. Paint a mental picture with

multisensory experiences.



Ezekiel’s Communication Process:

1.Reality

2. God’s 
word 

(Dabar)

3. Our 
words

4. Latching 
onto 

imagination.

The Future



Latching onto the imagination



I believe that prophecy is not foretelling the

future, but creating it through imagination.



Walter 
Breuggemann

- Prophetic criticising

- Prophetic energizing



The way we communicate – with the various means at our

disposal – stages two narratives: the reality but always the

possibility.

Our communication is many times the seeded beginnings of

a new reality that we create.



“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we can ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within 
us.” Eph 3:20 (NIV)



Reality is given; the future 
imagined.

Johan Serfontein


